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evident proof, I think, that on some former occa-
sion, there had existed a difference of opinion
on this subject among men of their persuasion.
The result of the present inquiry, however, is
that they believe Ishmael was the offering and
not Isaac; whilst I remain equally convinced
of the correctness of our sacred book.

The Mussulmauns, I should remark, as well
as the Jews, trace their origin to Abraham,
the former through Ishmael, and the latter
through Isaac; and it is more than probable,
that to this circumstance may be attributed
the decided prejudice of opinion, in favour of
Ishmael being the person offered in sacrifice,
"Whether this be the case or not, these chil-
dren of Abraham annually testify their reve-
rence for their progenitor, and respect for his
faith towards God, in the way most conge-
nial to their particular ideas of honouring the
memory of their forefathers.

I have thus attempted to sketch the origin of
the festival, it shall now be my task to describe
the way in which the Mussulmauns of Hindoo-
staun celebrate Buckrah Bade.